
Essay Writing 

Grading Rubric 

From this point forward, all essays will be grading with a “writing rubric.’  This 
grading rubric will change throughout the year. As you learn more, expectations will 
increase.  You will always be given advance notice when a change or addition is made 
to the grading rubric.  The grading rubric will also change when we try out 
different styles of writing such as personal essays, persuasive writing, and creative 
writing. 

Use this grading rubric as a guide when writing your rough and final drafts for 
papers.  Keep a copy in your binder and review each standard before, during, and 
after writing a draft.  When you are writing your rough draft, do not simply ignore 
the standards for the final draft.  Keeping the end goal in mind will result in a 
higher quality paper and more growth throughout the year.   

Your rough drafts will be graded on a 20-point scale, and your final drafts will be 
graded on a 30-point scale.     

The essay writing course will be changed to a “free-form” course.  Should you 
choose not to complete an assignment in a timely manner, a grade of “0” will be 
placed into the system.  I will not grade, revise, or edit any submissions made more 
than 5 days after the original submission deadline.   

  



 

Rough Draft (20 points) 
1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points 5 points 

Content 
Essay does not 
respond to the 
appropriate topic. 

Essay somewhat 
relates to the 
assignment topic. 

Essay somewhat 
responds to the 
appropriate 
topic. 

Essay responds 
to the 
appropriate 
topic and 
mostly stays on 
topic. 

Essay responds 
to the 
appropriate topic.  
Essay stays on 
topic. 

Mechanics 
Essay does not 
contain 
appropriate end 
punctuation.  
More than half of 
the sentences 
are run-on 
sentences or 
sentence 
fragments.   

Essay is missing 
most of the 
necessary end 
punctuation. It 
contains many 
sentence 
fragments or run-
on sentences that 
interfere with 
clarity. 

Essay contains 
many sentence 
fragments 
and/or run-on 
sentences due to 
missing end 
punctuation. 

Essay contains 
most of the 
necessary end 
punctuation.  
The essay may 
contain a few 
sentence 
fragments 
and/or run-on 
sentences. 

Essay contains 
end punctuation 
where 
appropriate.  
Sentences are 
complete. 

Capitalization is 
consistently 
missing from the 
first word in a 
sentence and/or 
proper nouns. 

Capitalization is 
frequently missing 
from the first 
word in a sentence 
and/or proper 
nouns.   

Capitalization is 
sometimes 
missing from the 
first word in a 
sentence and/or 
proper nouns.  
Some words may 
be erroneously 
capitalized. 

Capitalization is 
missing at the 
beginning of a 
few sentences 
and/or some 
proper nouns 
are not 
capitalized.  
Some words 
may be 
erroneously 
capitalized. 

No capitalization 
errors. 

Language and Voice 
Essay uses 1st or 
2nd person 
pronouns 
throughout. 

Essay contains 
many 1st or 2nd 
person pronouns or 
changes between 
3rd and 1st or 2nd 
person. 

Essay is written 
in 3rd person. 

Essay is written 
in 3rd person 
and most 
pronouns have 
easily 
identifiable 
antecedents. 

Essay is written 
in 3rd person and 
all pronouns have 
easily 
identifiable 
antecedents. 

Other deductions 
-5 Five points will be deducted for each day late. 
-5 Essay is missing a header, or the header is incorrectly formatted. 
-2 Essay is not typed in 12-point Times New Roman Font. 



-2 Essay is not double spaced. 
-2 Essay is typed in a color other than black. 
  

 

Final Draft (80 points) 
1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points 5 points 
Sentences sound 
awkward, are 
distractingly 
repetitive, or are 
difficult to 
understand. 

Many sentences 
sound awkward, 
are distractingly 
repetitive, or are 
difficult to 
understand.   

Most sentences 
are well 
constructed, but 
they have a 
similar structure 
and/or length. 

Most sentences 
are well 
constructed and 
have varied 
structure and 
length. 

All sentences 
are well 
constructed and 
have varied 
structure and 
length. 

The author makes 
numerous errors 
in grammar, 
mechanics, 
and/or spelling 
that interfere 
with 
understanding. 

The author makes 
numerous errors in 
grammar, 
mechanics, and/or 
spelling that 
interfere with 
understanding. 

The author 
makes several 
errors in 
grammar, 
mechanics, 
and/or spelling 
that interfere 
with 
understanding. 

The author 
makes a few 
errors in 
grammar, 
mechanics, 
and/or spelling, 
but they do not 
interfere with 
understanding. 

The author 
makes no errors 
in grammar, 
mechanics, 
and/or spelling. 

The writer uses a 
limited 
vocabulary. 
Jargon or clichés 
may be present 
and detract from 
the meaning. 
Vocabulary is 
often 
inappropriately 
used. 

The writer uses a 
limited vocabulary. 
Jargon or clichés 
may be present 
and detract from 
the meaning. 

The author uses 
words that 
communicate 
clearly, but the 
writing lacks 
variety. 

The author uses 
vivid words and 
phrases. The 
choice and 
placement of 
words is 
inaccurate at 
times and/or 
seems overdone. 

The author uses 
vivid words and 
phrases. The 
choice and 
placement of 
words seems 
accurate, 
natural, and not 
forced. 

The topic and 
main ideas are 
not clear. 

There is one topic. 
Main ideas are 
somewhat clear. 

There is one 
topic.  Main idea 
is mostly clear 
but may sway off 
topic occasionally 
and/or is poorly 
supported. 

There is one 
clear, well-
focused topic. 
Main ideas are 
clear but are not 
well supported by 
detailed 
information 

There is one 
clear, well-
focused topic. 
Main ideas are 
clear and are 
well supported 
by detailed and 
accurate 
information. 

0 points 2 points 4 points 8 points 10 points 
The author 
erroneously 
applied revisions 

The author 
ignored most of 
the revisions and 

The author 
ignored many of 
the revisions and 

 
 

The author took 
advantage of 
the revisions 



and edits from 
peers and/or the 
author may have  

edits provided by 
the instructor and 
their peers.  The 
author made a few 
changes to their 
paper.  The author 
may not have 
reflected upon 
how these changes 
affected the 
remainder of the 
paper. 

edits provided by 
the instructor 
and their peers 
and/or the 
author 
erroneously 
applied changes 
to their paper. 

The author took 
advantage of 
revisions and 
edits provided by 
the instructor 
and their peers; 
however, they 
did not 
adequately edit 
their paper on 
their own after 
making revisions.   

and edits 
provide by the 
instructor and 
their peers.  
They used the 
revision process 
to their 
advantage and 
make significant 
changes from 
the rough draft 
to the final 
draft. 

Other deductions 
-5 Five points will be deducted for each calendar day late. 
-5 Essay is missing a header, or the header is incorrectly formatted. 
-5 Essay is not typed in 12-point Times New Roman Font. 
-5 Essay is not double spaced. 
-5 Essay is typed in a color other than black. 
-10 Comments made on a peer’s paper were disrespectful.   

 


